
Grace at work

Grace in His friendship



• The way that I see GOD. 

• The way that I see my fellow-man. 

• The way that I see JESUS. 

Grace changes… 



Carl Jung: 

“About a third of my cases are suffering from no clinically 
definable neurosis, but from the senselessness and 
emp:ness of their lives. This can be defined as the general 
neurosis of our :mes.”

"Loneliness does not come from having no people around 
you, but from being un-able to communicate the things that 
seem important to oneself - or from holding certain views 
which others find inadmissible."



fellowship



Isaiah 53:3 
“A Man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. And we hid, as it were, our 
faces from Him; He was despised, 
and we did not esteem Him”



What a friend we have in Jesus! 

• A friend we can turn to 

• A friend who will listen 

• A friend we can confess to 

• A friend who can forgive 

• A friend who has compassion 

• A friend who can comfort

• A friend who points us in the right 
direc=on and says ‘keep going’



What Jesus was dealing with: 

• STRESS of what was about to happen

• SADNESS of his followers

• CONFUSION amongst his disciples



John 14:19
“A liGle while longer and the world 
will see me no more, but you will 
see me.”

John 16:16-18
“A liGle while, and you will not see 
Me; and again a liGle while, and 
you will see Me, because I go to 
the Father."
Then some of His disciples said 
among themselves… "What is this 
that He says, 'A liGle while'? We 
do not know what He is saying."



John 15:9-17
"As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My 
love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and 
abide in His love.
"These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 
This is My commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to 
lay down one's life for his friends. You are My friends if you 
do whatever I command you. No longer do I call you 
servants, for a servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I 
heard from My Father I have made known to you. You did 
not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, 
that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give 
you. These things I command you, that you love one 
another.



Greek: χάρις = charis
• acceptable, benefit, favour, giK, grace(- ious), joy, 

liberality, pleasure, thanks.
• Lexicon: graciousness, of manner or act.  

Especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its 
reflec=on in the life - including gra=tude)

Grace in the New Testament

• MaPhew = 0
• Mark = 0 
• Luke = 8 
• John = 4



John 1:14-17
"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begoIen of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.
And John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was 
He of whom I said, He who comes aKer me is preferred before 
me, for He was before me.' And of His fullness we have all 
received, and grace for grace.  For the law was given through 
Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”



John 15:14-16 (NIV)

“But”
• ‘Nevertheless’ / ‘Notwithstanding’  
• IE: “You did not… Nevertheless / 

Notwithstanding - I did”

“You are my friends if you do what I command. 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, 
for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit —fruit that 
will last”



John 15:14-16 (NIV)
“You are my friends if you do what I command. 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, 
for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit —fruit that 
will last”

V19: “If you belong to the world it would love you –
as it is you do not belong to the world (because) I have drawn 
you out of the world” 



What a friend we have in Jesus! 

• He is the ini=ator of our friendship!

• His offer of friendship is uncondi=onal

• His friendship is consistent 

• His friendship has meaning 

• His friendship is in=mate

• His friendship is honest

• His friendship is reciprocal



V13-14: "This is My commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 
than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. You 
are My friends if you do whatever I command you.” 



What a friend we have in Jesus! 

• He is the ini=ator of our friendship!

• His offer of friendship is uncondi=onal

• His friendship is consistent 

• His friendship has meaning 

• His friendship is in=mate

• His friendship is honest

• His friendship is reciprocal



V16: "“I chose you and appointed you that you should 
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain”



John 15:11 “These things I have spoken to you, that
1) my joy may remain in you, and 
2) that your joy may be full.”

“joy” = ‘chara’ 
“cheerfulness”, “gladness”. “calm delight”
An equivalent word = CONTENTMENT 



John 16:20-22
“Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and 
lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 
A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her 
hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to 
the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy 
that a human being has been born into the world. 
Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again 
and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take 
from you.”



John 16:20-22
“Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and 
lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 
A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her 
hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to 
the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy 
that a human being has been born into the world. 
Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again 
and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take 
from you.”





• χαρά - chara = JOY
• χάρις - charis = GRACE
• χαίρω - chairō = To be full of cheer. To be well, to be glad.

Lexicon: “That is, calmly happy - or well off”



• χαρά - chara = JOY
• χάρις - charis = GRACE
• χαίρω - chairō = To be full of cheer. To be well, to be glad.

Lexicon: “That is, calmly happy - or well off”



Friendship with Jesus brings us: 

• a joy that CALMS

• a joy that SETTLES 

• a joy that GROUNDS



John 16:20-22
“Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and 
lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 
A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her 
hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the 
child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a 
human being has been born into the world. Therefore you 
now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart 
will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you.”

“joy” = ‘chara’ 
“cheerfulness”, “gladness”. “calm delight”



2 Corinthians 4:16-18
“Therefore do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, the 
inward man is being renewed day by day. 
For our light afflic:on, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are 
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”



Friendship with Jesus brings us: 

• a joy that CALMS

• a joy that SETTLES 

• a joy that GROUNDS

• a joy which is ETERNAL



• A GRACE that is ABUNDANT - and a JOY that is FULL
• A GRACE that is ACTIVE - and a JOY that OVERCOMES 
• A GRACE that STAYS – and a JOY that LASTS * ** **
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Grace at work
Numbers 6:24-26
"The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
The LORD liO up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace."'


